FEBRUARY IJIO-II

Journal to Stella

has shipt his mother and sister, who were his nurses, back
to the country. This evening was fair, and I walkt a little
in the Park, till Prior made me go with him to the Smyrna
Coffee-house, where I sat a while, and saw four or five
Irish persons, who are very handsome genteel fellows, but
I know not their names. I came away at seven, and got
home. Two days ago I writ to Bernage, and told him
what I had done, and directed the letter to Mr. Curry's
to be left with Dingley. Brigadiers Hill and Masham,
brother and husband to Mrs. Masham, the queen's
favourite, colonel Disney25 and I, have recommended
Bernage to the duke of Argyle; and secretary St. John has
given the duke my memorial; and besides, Hill tells me,
that Bernage's colonel, Fielding,26 designs to make him
his captain lieutenant: but I believe I said this to you be-
fore, and in this letter, but I will not look.
20. Morning, It snows terribly again, and 'tis mis-
taken, for I now want a little good weather; I bid you good
morrow, and if it clear up, get you gone to poor Mrs.
Walls, who has had a hard time of it, but is now pretty
well again; I am sorry it is a girl; the poor archdeacon too,
25   Henr7 Desaulnais, a French Huguenot, who anglicized his name as
Disney, or Desney. In 1694 he was an Ensign in the First Foot Guards,
and was promoted Lieutenant, 15 Feb. 1695.   He became Captain in
Colonel Meredyth's regiment of foot, 23 Apr. 1706, Captain of the Foot
Guards (with the rank of Lt.-Col. of Foot), 13 Mar. 1708, and Colonel of
Colonel Thomas Alnut's regiment of foot, 23 Oct. 1710.  In 1711 he
served with the expedition to Canada.   On 25 July 1715 he sold his
colonelcy. On 25 Dec* 1725 he became Colonel of the 29th Foot (Dalton's
ArmyLists^. 44,241, Pt.iL 6; vi. 44,241; George the Firsts Army',L 365;
ii. 400). Disney died 21 Nov. 1731, and was buried in the east cloister of
Westminster Abbey, He was a friend of Bolingbroke (Sichel's Bolingbroke,
i. 288). See further Gay's Mr. Pope's Welcome from Greece, 11. 29-32;
Wentwortk Papers, p, 108; Lady M. W. Montagu's Works, 1817, v. 176;
Letters of Swift to Ford, ed. Nichol Smith, p. 58 n.
26  Probably Col. Edmund Fielding, father of Henry Fielding, the
novelist. In 1696 he became an Ensign in the First Foot Guards, Before
1704 he was a Captain in Brig.-General Webb's foot. In 1709 he was
Colonel of a regiment of foot. In 1713 he was on half-pay. He died in
1741 as a Lieutenant-General (Dalton's Army Lists, v, Pt. ii. 43).
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